
INTERNATIONAL NETWORK for SOCIAL WORKERS in 



  ACQUIRED BRAIN INJURY (INSWABI)

The following document outlines the Title, Goals (Mission, Aims, and Objectives) and Structure of the International Network of Social Workers in Acquired Brain Injury (INSWABI).


1. Title:



The title of the network to be called

· International Network of Social Workers in Acquired Brain Injury (‘The network’)


I. Goals of INSWABI



2. Mission

Through international collaboration, to advance the social work contribution to the field of acquired brain injury (ABI), for the benefit of people with ABI, their families, significant others and broader support networks.

3. Aim
The network will aim to fulfil this mission by means of (i) information exchange, (ii) development, (iii) support, (iv) advocacy (v) innovation, and (vi) education among social workers with an interest in ABI. 

4. Objectives

4.1 Information Exchange

· To provide a forum for information exchange about the conduct, challenges and opportunities of social work practice in ABI


-
at a national, state/provincial, regional or local level


-
at the personal professional practice level


-
within the context of a team-based approach to service provision 



(multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary)


-
within the context of changes in broader health/disability service systems 


(including public, private, voluntary, charity, non-government)


-
within the context of the social work profession


-
within the context of varying philosophies and models of neurorehabilitation 

· To explore mechanisms to facilitate site visits, study visits and job exchanges


-
at a national, state/provincial, regional or local level

4.2 Development

· To promote the establishment of social work professional interest groups/organisations with a focus on practice in the field of ABI at the local, regional or national level

4.3 Support

· To provide support to social workers practising in the field of ABI, focusing on assistance with


-
practice issues/dilemmas


-
ethical concerns


-
research 


-
evidence base for the efficacy of social work in ABI

4.4 Advocacy

· To provide assistance in social workers advocating for service/policy reforms in the field of ABI, focusing on assistance with


-
relevant data/literature in the preparation of service development or policy 


submissions


-
information pertaining to best practice policy/service systems in particular 


national contexts that may be applicable to other countries  

4.5 Innovation 







                   

· To develop innovative approaches to SW practice in the field of ABI, including


-
Documentation and evaluation of existing practice approaches


-
Identification and trialling of new models of social work practice


-
Developing means for the measurement of outcomes from social work 


intervention


-
Encouraging increased research activity by social work in the field of ABI


-
Support international studies that provide comparative data on approaches to 

SW practice in ABI

4.6 Education 

· To contribute to the education of social workers active in the field of ABI, including


-
Circulating relevant literature


-
Exploring strategies for the provision of professional development in the field 

of ABI that is applicable to social workers


-
Dissemination of latest research findings (both social work research, other 


relevant research) 


-
Seek to maintain the social work and ABI symposium at future international 

SW in Health and Mental Health conferences



II. Structure of INSWABI 

 5. Define Acquired Brain Injury

Acquired brain injury is defined as:

“…damage to the brain caused by injury or illness which results in deterioration in cognitive, physical, emotional or independent functioning…these impairments to cognitive abilities or physical functioning may be either temporary or permanent and cause partial or total disability or psychosocial maladjustment." 

The primary population of interest are people who acquire such injuries between the age of 0-65 years. This definition of ABI encompasses people who have a range of similar issues and needs. A secondary population are people who sustain an ABI over the age if 65. Specific mechanisms that result in ABI include traumatic brain injury, anoxia/hypoxia, cerebrovascular accident, tumours, infection (e.g. encephalitis, meningitis) and surgical misadventure. It does not include people who have an intellectual (developmental) disability or a degenerative neurological condition (e.g. multiple sclerosis, Huntingdon’s disease, Parkinson’s disease) 
6. Membership

Categories of membership

The network is open to all social workers including those located in practice settings, academic departments, service administration, and social work professional associations/interest groups.

Social work practice includes clinical work, policy development, advocacy and/or community development, research, service management and/or administration.

Social work practice involves interventions with individuals, groups, families, communities, organisations, service systems, and society at large.

There are four categories of membership.

· Full membership 


Full membership is open to people who meet one or more of the following criteria


(i) licensed/registered as a social worker by a national social work association or 
relevant government legislation  


(ii) awarded a graduate/post graduate social work degree from a recognised university 
social work program


(iii) recognised by their national social work association as eligible to practice as a 
social worker

Student membership 


Student membership is open to students enrolled in a graduate or postgraduate social 
work degree from a recognised university social work program

· Organisations


Organisational membership is open to organisations that have an interest in social 
work practice in the field of ABI (e.g. social work professional interest groups, social 
work departments, social work teams) 

· Associate membership


Associate membership is available to all other interested individuals (including lay 
members, people with ABI, family members)

Joining the network
Interested individuals or organisations can join the network by completing the membership application form. There is currently no membership fee involved.

To maintain membership, a membership renewal form will need to be completed annually.

7. Management

The network will be coordinated by a Committee of management. 

Members of the committee need to meet the following criteria

(i) be a licensed/registered social worker

(ii) demonstrated experience in the field of ABI (practice, research, education, advocacy, policy or management)

Operation of the committee (to be decided)
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